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WeWorld Onlus

930268122

My participation revolution — My revolution

Work package WP4

4 Local Workshops in Italy

workshop

All in situ

Italy

16.3,21.3,3.4,13.4,17.4

Project webpage: https://www.weworld.it/cosa-facciamo/progetti-
in-europa/my-participation-revolution Workshop news:

https://www.weworld.it/news-e-storie/news/cinema-musica-video-
e-radio-a-bologna-i-laboratori-per-le-nuove-generazioni

4 workshops were designed using art to activate critical thinking and youth participation.
They had been conducted between March and April and promoted in our channels (website,
news, socials). The workshop had been designed with the cooperation of cultural
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association, experts, educators and artists of the city with which WeWorld have a long-term
cooperation or wishes to engage in one. Additionally, the organization of these 4 workshops
took into consideration the Bolognese geography and, as a matter of fact, each workshop
were held in a different neighbourhood of the city (all of them outside the historical city
centre, the richest area) and took place in local social or cultural places (such as Cultural
Association, the District House, a Youth centre and a Social / Cultural centre)

During these months, the opportunity arose to supplement with a fifth workshop at a school
in Rimini, an opportunity to expand our engagement area beyond the city of Bologna.

Considering the 5 workshops, WeWorld engaged 77 youth with 33 Female and 44 Male.

The age of the participants was between 15 and 25 years old.
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The first workshop took place on 16/03 in Bologna, in Camere d'Aria, a cultural association
previously partner of WeWorld and Sudwind.

The workshop had been held by an educator that uses the methodologies of the Theatre of
the Oppressed to stimulate the critical thinking of participants. The objective of this specific
workshop was to sensitize the youngsters about their fundamental human rights and to
initiate their political participation.

The workshop’s structure was the following:
Presentation of the project
Educative input

Theatre games
Demands

The results of the workshop are a list of demands elaborated, collectively, by the youth.
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a. Animmigrant who was not permitted to pass the borders, starts a protest
together with others and then is allowed to pass.

The topic of " freedom of movement" came up, talking about borders and how someone's
right in movement between countries becomes strongly limited when in the condition of
immigrant/refugee or when they just have a "weak" passport. Collectivisation of the efforts to
resolve a problem was perceived as a way that is possible to bring positive results

b. A disrespectful behaviour against an undefined minority is taking place,
then an educative process takes place that results into the previous
aggressors understanding and respecting the minority

The discussion that followed revolved around the strong need to improve the educational
system and put more focus on social justice and empathy / respect (it was mentioned that
there is a civil education course at school, but it is either not taught properly or not enough ).
It was also mentioned how education can be a solution to everything in the long term but
cannot help resolve the problems of today, so short term solutions should be developed
together with the long term ones.

c. Thelack of equal access is presented by difference in height.

The idea that not everybody has the same needs was pointed out and there was agreement
that equality should be about providing equal access to goods, services etc taking into
consideration the different needs of each individual. Direct action was found to be the first
step to realising the ideal of equality.

The second workshop took place in Spazio di Opportunita (CSAPSA) in Bologna a Youth
Centre with which WeWorld as a long-time cooperation, and its focus was on web-radio.
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The purpose of this laboratory was:
-Fostering political participation and knowledge of European institutions;

-Introspective reflection to identify the social challenges and struggles to which participants
give greatest importance and on which policy should focus;

- Deepening knowledge of political communication techniques;
- Development of teamwork skills;
- Development of creative writing skills;

- Knowledge of basic techniques for making a podcast.

The workshop’s structure was the following:

Presentation of the project
Educative input

Creation of small podcast
Demands

The workshop participants showed great sensitivity to the topic of political participation and
to the deepening of the European institutional system, bringing out in the various activities
thoughts as profound as the need to address challenges such as climate change, the right
to education, equality gender and respect for minority rights. For example, one participant
wrote, "It is necessary to create a more active and cohesive political system on the issue of
migration to avoid thousands of deaths at sea and beyond."
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In conclusion, participants made 3 short radio election commercials:

- "Different but United": Spot aimed at raising awareness about the rights of the LGBTQ+
community and the need to carry out forward-looking and progressive political actions on
this issue.

- "Liberty": Election spot aimed at raising awareness on the issue of gender equality and
the daily harassment suffered by women just because they are women.

- "PFA - Environmental Future Party": Election spot aimed at raising awareness of the
need to take radical political action on environmental issues

The third event was a video-making workshop. The workshop was held in Bologna within
the spaces of the Fattoria Urbana, an association that works with the schools on
environmental education and social issues. WeWorld workshop in the framework of My
Participation Revolution project took place on April 13, with the cooperation of a
professional video-maker Andrea Mangone.

Divided into a theoretical and a practical part, the workshop was held with the primary goal
of bringing participants closer to politics and actively stimulating their participation in the run-
up to the 2024 European elections. All this was done by equipping them with the basic tools
for reading and interpreting reality using the audiovisual medium.

The workshop’s structure was the following:

Presentation

Educative input
Demands

Creation of a little video

Starting with the question "What would you ask a politician to make the community adopt
sustainable lifestyles?", a discussion was stimulated to bring out their views regarding the
actions that political bodies should implement to support social and environmental change.
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During the debate stage, prompted by the question, young people actively engaged in
discussion, gathering from their own experience the following demands:

- Redeveloping abandoned and disused public spaces, donating new green areas to benefit
the collectivity

- Carrying out interventions aimed at promoting sustainable mobility even outside city
centers increasing bicycle paths and encouraging the use of environmentally friendly public
transportation

- Improve the separate waste collection system by making citizens more aware of the
benefits and collection procedures

- Intervene in the suburbs to make them accessible places especially for people with
reduced motor skills and the elderly people

- Improve the reception system and inclusion policies for foreign communities, recognizing
their customs, traditions and holidays

-Finding a solution to the housing problem to reconcile the needs of tourism with those of
students and off-site workers

After this discussion phase, in the last part of the workshop the participants devoted
themselves to writing, developing and editing the video, making a total of 9 videos of about
60-90 seconds that were handed over to the workshop organizers.
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The fourth workshop was held the 17t of April at the GRAF in San Donato (a Youth Centre)
and it was a music workshop.

The workshop had as its main objective the sharing of issues related to social and political
participation in all its various declinations.

The structure of the workshop was the following:

Presentation of the project
Educative input

Creation of musical text
Demands



EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

A short collective text was written and then divided into groups that continued the writing of
the piece independently. One of the groups was supervised by the educator who, being also
a singer, moderated the chorus writing by providing advice and singing skills.

Several issues emerged from the discussion and verses composed by the participants, such
as:

e Social rights,
e Mothers' rights,
e Gender equality between men and women especially in terms of employment and

pay,
e Guaranteed minimum wage and paid internship.

The most felt need appeared to be the demand for gathering spaces that allow artistic,
political and social discussion, rose by the need to express themselves freely and grow
through real and shared experiences. The girls and boys positioned themselves as active,
committed and responsible individuals and citizens by demanding that they should not be
treated by school, educational and political institutions as "empty vessels" to be filled with
notions and morals for their own sake. In addition, other more general insights such as
boundaries, social labels, and regimes were addressed to conclude the reflection with the
realization that there is a need for personal and collective commitment and "struggle" to
assert one's rights without forgetting one's roles and duties as citizens. In addition, one of
the participants composed a very evocative poem that emphasizes the need to deepen and
look reality critically in order not to fall into superficial analysis, without ever losing the taste
for simplicity that allows us to be truly human.
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The last event was held in school in Rimini the 3" of April. In this case, it was a different
event from the others, as there was a chance to go to a school in Rimini, broadening the
catchment area of WeWorld and the Bologna surroundings. During the event in the school,
it was possible to present the NGO, the project itself and discuss about the students’ wishes
and demands.

In this way it was possible to work with the youth on the meaning of non-formal Education,
and the instances that concern them most. In this way it was possible to make them see
other teaching methodologies that are not confined to the school structure.

In fact, through small discussions they individuated the global issues they would like to
address and for which they have desire to commit and bring a change. In particular, their
attention and demands were related to climate change and the educational system at
school.
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All these RESULTS obtained during the workshops were shared with the participants and
will be collected in an end-of-term article promoted on our website and our channels

WORKSHOP EVALUTION

At the end of each workshop, it has been asked at the participants to fill the following
questionnaire:

At the end of each workshop, WeWorld staff and the educators, gave the participants a
quick survey to fill out. Its scope was to investigate the strong points and the points of
weakness of the workshop, the efficacy in increasing the participants level of competencies
and critical thinking, and the opinion of the participants in relation to the workshop
organization.

It is relevant to point out that the administration of the questionnaire is always critical, as the
attention at the end has dropped out and the participants not always are willing to spend
time in filling the surveys out. In general, about 50 percent responded despite repeated
reminders. Thus, although not everyone participated in the questionnaire, the number of
participants makes possible to consider the assessments valid and to be able to make some
considerations. The results tend to be positive.

Going into detail, it can be seen that 58% of participants answered "Very" in the question "In
general, are you satisfied with your participation in the workshop?" Of these, 100%
answered "Very" in the question " Did you enjoy the workshop activity you participated in?"
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In addition, 53% of workshop participants answered, "Very much" to the question "Do you
feel that participation in the workshop has increased your level of awareness and critical
understanding of the issues addressed?" Of these, 90% answered "Very much" to the
question "Do you feel you received interesting stimuli on the workshop issues (rights,
participation, activism)?"

Dissemination : (Co-) Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
Union. The European Union can not be held responsible for them.

HISTORY OF CHANGES
VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE
1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF).
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